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Does Goldfields School provide opportunities for music 
education for all students? 
 
Music education for many students seems to be limited 
to class singing or opportunities to move to music during 
fitness activities. 
 
Pete Stevenson provides group ukelele, guitar and band 
sessions for students to opt in to on a weekly basis. Pete 
provides these sessions as a service for parents and not 
all children are involved. 
 
Percussion instruments are used in the junior school but 
there seems to be a lack of progression to tuned 
instruments or making music as students move through 
the school. 

Indicators 
Music programmes are included in the NZC through The 
Arts curriculum. The Arts is one of the Essential Learning 
Areas in the NZ Curriculum. Learning in The Arts is split 
into four strands. 
 
Music programmes should provide students with 
opportunities to: 

● Understand music in context 
● Develop practical knowledge about music 
● Develop ideas through music 
● Communicate and interpret through music 

Music education needs to go beyond singing to provide 
students with opportunities to explore, refine, and 
communicate ideas as they connect thinking, 
imagination, senses, and feelings to create music and to 
respond to the musical works of others - NZC pg17 

Investigative questions (noticing, resources, teacher capability, student outcomes) 
● Are we providing opportunities for children to explore music through the four strands of The Arts Curriculum? 
● Are students engaged in music beyond singing or listening to popular music in their classrooms 
● Are students given opportunities to make music and create their own musical compositions in a variety of 

ways e.g. instruments, digitally? 

Making sense of our findings (what does this mean for 
our school?) 
Students at Goldfields are getting limited opportunities to 
explore music beyond singing or listening to music. 
 
Learning in the The Arts is usually integrated into Inquiry 
topics or NPDL deep learning tasks. Ensuring children 
have opportunities to go beyond singing and listening to 
developing understandings and practical knowledge, 
developing ideas and communicating through music is 
not always happening. 
 
Teachers may not have the skills and resources that they 
need to provide for this more explicit exploration of 
music in their programmes. 
 
Music education needs to be specifically planned for to 
ensure opportunities for learning are made available for 
students. Curriculum documentation needs to be 
reviewed to ensure it aligns with The Arts Curriculum and 
to ensure it is accessible and easy to manage for 
teachers. 

What are we currently doing? 
Children were surveyed about music activities they had 
been involved in over 2020. 

● Most children identified singing and listening to 
music as activities that happened in their 
classrooms. 

● Junior children identified exploring beat and 
rhythm as activities that happened in their 
classrooms - although only a small number 
indicated that they had used drums or other 
instruments for this. 

● Many children identified moving to music and 
performing music as activities that happened in 
their classrooms. 

● Only a small number identified playing tuned 
instruments, finding out about musicians or 
creating their own music as activities that 
happened in their classrooms. 

● More than a third of students indicated that they 
were learning music outside of their class - most 
of these are learning guitar or ukulele with Pete. 

Recommendations 
● Work with teachers to ensure music programmes address the four strands of The Arts Curriculum 
● Seek PLD opportunities and ensure teachers have resources needed to teach music 



  



Supporting information 
2020 Student survey results  
 

 

 

 


