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Background 
Teachers keep assessment information on students to inform planning, track progress and achievement and to 
report on progress to parents and the Board of Trustees. 
 
Assessment information is used to plan for next steps for learning and to identify students who need extra 
support to make progress with their learning so that resources can be provided for extra programmes where 
needed. 
 
Summative assessment data at the end of the year is also used to report to parents and to help set 
achievement targets for the following year. 
 
Methodology 
Student literacy and writing books are used as portfolios of writing work as they show a record of progress 
over time. 
 
Teachers have Goldfields writing progress indicators in each student’s writing book and these are used as a 
guide for assessment against the progressions in the New Zealand Curriculum.  These indicators have been 
developed in line with the literacy learning progressions and NZC. 
 
Teachers make overall teacher judgements about progress based on writing work completed and in 
collaboration with other teachers through moderation - across syndicate and school wide to ensure 
judgements are valid and consistent. 
 
COVID-19 Considerations when reading this report 
The effects of the Level 3 and Level 4 lockdowns are evident in the achievement data in this report. Lockdown 
caused a major disruption to learning and teachers needed to ensure that relationships were rebuilt, routines 
reestablished and students were settled and ready to learn before being able to make progress on return to 
face to face instruction. 
 
Teachers have based their overall teacher judgements on work completed by students in class, participation in 
learning groups, completion of practical and written activities. Teachers have used formative assessment 
methods that they use on a daily basis to make decisions about next steps in learning as well as more formal 
summative assessment procedures in making these judgements. 
 
As anticipated lockdowns have had an affect on student achievement. 
 
Results 
End of Year 2020 Writing Data NB does not include Y0 classified students = 33 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6   

All 45 41 45 41 55 45 272  

Above 1 5 4 1 6 6 23 8% 

At 37 29 33 31 37 24 191 70% 

Below 7 7 8 9 12 15 58 22% 



 
Analysis of Data 
Please note: 
Data for Maori students, Pacific students and other ethnicities has been collated and is included in the overall 
data but because there are fewer than 10 students in each of these categories in each year group there are 
privacy issues for individuals for reporting purposes. 
 
Results show the number of students working above, at or below the expected curriculum level for their age 
and year group in relation to the literacy learning progressions and the NZC. 
 
Areas of success: 
There has been a significant improvement from mid-year data that showed only 70% of all students making 
sufficient or accelerated progress in writing. End of year data shows 78% of all students are making sufficient 
or accelerated progress. 
 
84% of Year 1 students, 83% of Year 2 students and 82% of Year 3 students are making sufficient or 
accelerated progress in writing. This is an improvement from the middle of the year when none of these 
cohorts were sitting above 80%. The Year 2 and 3 cohorts have made the biggest gains from only 67% and 
70% making sufficient or accelerated progress at mid year. 
 
Whole school results: 
78% of students across the school are making sufficient or accelerated progress in writing at the end of 2020. 
This compares to 70% at mid-year and is the same as at the end of 2019. 
 
89% of girls across the school are making sufficient or accelerated progress in writing. 
 
68% of boys across the school are making sufficient or accelerated progress in writing. This compares to 72% 
at the end of 2019. Boys achievement levels in writing are of concern in the Y4,5 and 6 cohorts. 
 
82% of Māori students are making sufficient or accelerated progress in writing. 
 
The data includes students who are eligible for ICS funding to support learning. These children are working 
well below expected levels for their age and school year groups and will require 1-1 support to make progress 
in writing. 
 
 

Boys 22 19 20 18 28 25 132  

Above 1 1 2 0 3 3 10 8% 

At 15 11 14 12 17 10 79 60% 

Below 6 7 4 6 8 12 43 32% 

Girls 23 22 25 23 27 20 140  

Above 0 4 2 1 3 3 13 9% 

At 22 18 19 19 20 14 112 80% 

Below 1 0 4 3 4 3 15 11% 

NZE 37 25 34 28 40 33 197  

Above 1 2 4 0 5 5 17 9% 

At 31 18 25 22 28 16 140 71% 

Below 5 5 5 6 7 12 40 20% 



Areas of concern: 
The Year 6 cohort is of most concern with only 67% of all students making sufficient or accelerated progress in 
writing. Girls in this cohort are still achieving appropriately with 85% making sufficient or accelerated progress 
but 48% of boys are not making sufficient progress. This number has remained unchanged from mid-year. 
Boys with challenges with writing or who do not engage with writing tasks have been identified and this 
information has been passed on to Cromwell College to ensure these students will continue to have support as 
they transition to Year 7 programmes. 
 
Reflection: 
Teachers reported that writing was the most challenging area to keep students engaged and making progress 
during lock down and it was challenging to re-engage students and get them back on track with progress and 
achievement in writing once we were back at school at Level 2. Mid year data reflected a significant drop in 
achievement with many cohorts having more than 30% of students not making sufficient progress. This was 
particularly evident for boys. 
 
We have an increased number of students who have transferred to our school from other schools in NZ who 
need support with literacy learning. We have an increased number of ELL (English Language Learner) 
students enrolled at our school. Many of these students are identified as not making sufficient progress in 
writing and need extra support with literacy learning in a new language.  
 
We started whole school PLD in writing in Term 1 2020. This programme of learning for teachers was 
disrupted by COVID-19 lockdowns. The sessions that we were able to complete gave us a basis for reflection 
on what we needed to do to support student learning when we reflected on achievement levels at mid year. 
The progress made from mid to end of year has been pleasing. 
 
All students completed a writing assessment task based on a model text in Term 4. This task was used to 
moderate achievement levels and reflect on writing progress indicators to support teachers to make 
judgements about student achievement for end of year data. 
 
Next Steps 
The provision of quality writing programmes will continue to be a focus for syndicate team meetings and whole 
school professional learning over 2021  Key elements are: 

● Daily writing instruction at all levels of the school 
● Focus on next learning steps evident for all students through 

○ Writing progress indicators in books 
○ Evidence of teacher feedback in writing books with a focus on next learning steps 

● Evidence of student proofreading and editing their work based on teacher feedback 
 
Expertise within our staff will be used to model best practice in writing and to support other teachers. 
 
Target students in writing will be a focus for syndicate team meetings once a fortnight. 
 
Cross school moderation of writing will take place at the end of each term to ensure consistency of 
assessment and achievement levels for students. 
 
All ELL students will be included in English Language learning programmes that will support literacy learning. 
 
The school ‘structured literacy/spelling programme’ expectations will be reviewed and team leaders will ensure 
that it is being followed writing to develop phonics, phonological awareness, orthographic and morphological 
skills and high frequency word skills to support their writing across the school. 



Children in Years 3-6 who are working below in writing have also been referred to the RTLit (Resource teacher 
of literacy) who will support teachers and teacher’s aides to provide programmes to meet the needs of children 
and improve their literacy skills. 
 
The Kāhui Ako will have a focus on raising achievement in literacy and in particular developing common 
understandings of progressions and assessment tools in writing to ensure consistency. 
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