
 
SWA: Curriculum Report to the Board of Trustees 
Six Year Observation survey results: 
Children who turned 6 from January 2018 to December 2018 
 

Background 
All children are assessed using the Six Year Observation Survey as close to their 6th birthday as possible.  The assessment provides us with 
comprehensive information about a child’s literacy progress after one year at school.  The information we gather is used to determine entry in to the 
Reading Recovery Programme, trends and patterns that may show gaps in our teaching programmes and information about reading levels.  The data 
is also used to apply for MOE funding for the Reading Recovery Programme.  
  
The acquisition of literacy skills is a key focus for learning in the junior school.  All junior classes provide daily reading and writing programmes. 
Children are grouped according to learning needs and provided with guided reading and writing sessions to target their individual needs.  Children who 
are not making expected progress through the first year of school are supported through the Knowledge building and Reading Mileage programmes 
delivered by Teacher Aides. 
  
Methodology: 
The Six Year Observation survey consists of 7 tasks: 

1. Running Record of Reading 
2. Alphabet Knowledge test 
3. Concepts About Print test 
4. Clay word reading test 
5. BURT word reading test NZ edition 
6. 10 minute writing vocabulary test 
7. Hearing sounds in words – Dictation task 

  
● The testing is administered by the classroom teacher or by the reading recovery teacher.  
● The Running Record of reading is taken on the last guided text that the child has had in the classroom.  A score of 90-95% accuracy indicates 

the text is at an instructional reading level.  Running Records are analysed to look at a child’s reading behaviours and strategies.  More than 
one running record may be taken to establish the correct instructional level, unseen text may be used in this instance. 

● Reading levels from Dark Blue to Orange (RTR) are considered to be sufficient progress for a child after one year at school.  Children assessed 
as working at Turquoise level (RTR) or above are considered to have made accelerated progress after one year at school. 



● Tasks in the Six Year Observation survey are standardised and children are assigned a stanine level based on their age and test score. 
Stanines 1-3 indicate that the child is working below expected level, stanines 4-6 indicate the child is working at the expected level, Stanines 
7-9 indicate the child is working above expected level. 

● All tasks are analysed to look at what the child can do and what the next learning steps may be. 
● A summary sheet for all children is completed and kept by the classroom teacher.  Data of all 6yr obs. surveys is kept. 
● The class teacher shares this information with parents as soon as possible after the testing is completed. 
● Children who have made insufficient progress after one year at school may be offered a place in the Reading Recovery Programme 
● Areas of concern about a child’s progress are discussed in regard to programmes or teaching strategies to support their learning.  Children may 

be able to be supported in the context of the class programme or may be included in the Knowledge Building or Reading Mileage programmes 
delivered by Teacher Aides. 

  
Results: 
Reading Levels – number of children at each level 2015/2016/2017 
Total number of children 2016 = 41, boys = 26, girls = 15, Māori = 3, Pacific = 0, Other = 1, European = 37 
Total number of children 2017 = 44, boys = 23, girls = 21, Māori = 11, Pacific = 0, Other = 2, European = 31 
Total number of children 2018 = 36, boys = 15, girls = 21, Māori = 2, Pacific = 0, Other = 2, European = 32 
Colour Magenta Red Yellow Dark Blue Green Orange Turquoise Purple Gold 

 Insufficient progress =  students Sufficient progress = students Accelerated progress = students 

Years 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 

All  1  4 3 2 4 2 4 5 4 10 9 10 8 4 13 12 7 5 2 2 4  6 2  

Boys  1  4 1 1 4 2 2 5 1 4 4 4 2 2 5 7 3 4 1  3  5 2  

Girls      2 1   2  3 6 5 6 6 2 8 5 4 1 1 2 1  1   

Maori  1       1  1   3 1  2 1  1   2  2   

Pacific                   1         

Other            2  1   2        1   

NZE    4 3 2 4 2 3 5 3 8 9 6 7 4 9 11 7 4 2 2 2  5 2  

 
 
 



Analysis of Data 
83% (30) of students who turned six between January and December 2018 made sufficient or accelerated progress in reading in their first year at 

school.  This compares to 86% of students in 2017.  17% (6) of students did not make sufficient progress in their first year of school.  This 
compares to 14% in 2017. 

 
Of the six students who did not make sufficient progress one child has already had support through the reading recovery programme and is working 

at the expected level within his classroom programme.  He will be closely monitored to ensure he maintains progress.  One of the other students 
had an extended period overseas last year and is overseas at the moment - this is for unavoidable family reasons.  He may miss out on the 
opportunity to be included in the reading recovery programme because of his age on return and may need to be referred to the Resource Teacher 
of Literacy if he is still working well below expectation.  The remaining four children will be considered for the reading recovery programme in 2019 
along with those who turn six in 2019.  The children with the greatest need between age 6 and 7 are included in the programme.  Children who 
miss out on this programme are supported through other intervention programmes in the school setting. 
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