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Background 
Teachers keep assessment information on students to inform planning, track progress and achievement and to 
report on progress to parents and the Board of Trustees. 
 
Assessment information is used to plan for next steps for learning and to identify students who need extra 
support to make progress with their learning so that resources can be provided for extra programmes where 
needed. 
 
Summative assessment data at the end of the year is also used to report to parents and to help set 
achievement targets for the following year. 
Methodology 
Student literacy and writing books are used as portfolios of writing work as they show a record of progress 
over time. 
 
Teachers have Goldfields writing progress indicators in each student’s writing book and these are used as a 
guide for assessment against the progressions in the New Zealand Curriculum.  These indicators have been 
developed in line with the literacy learning progressions and NZC. 
 
Teachers make overall teacher judgements about progress based on writing work completed and in 
collaboration with other teachers through moderation - across syndicate and school wide to ensure 
judgements are valid and consistent. 
Results 
End of Year 2019 Writing Data     

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

All 41 43 41 48 42 43 

Above 0 4 0 6 9 3 

At 30 31 35 30 22 32 

Below 11 8 6 12 11 8 

Boys 21 17 19 24 23 25 

Above 0 2 0 2 4 1 

At 13 12 16 16 9 17 

Below 8 3 3 6 10 7 

Girls 20 26 22 24 19 18 

Above 0 2 0 4 5 2 

At 17 19 19 14 13 15 

Below 3 5 3 6 1 1 

NZE 24 32 28 37 33 31 

Above 0 4 0 6 7 3 

At 21 20 26 22 16 22 

Below 3 8 2 9 10 6 



Analysis of Data 
Please note: 
Data for Maori students, Pacific students and other ethnicities has been collated and is included in the overall 
data but because there are fewer than 10 students in each of these categories in each year group there are 
privacy issues for individuals for reporting purposes. 
 
Results show the number of students working above, at or below the expected curriculum level for their age 
and year group in relation to the literacy learning progressions and the NZC. 
 
Areas of success: 
81% of Year 2 students, 85% of Year 3 students and 81% of Year 6 students are making sufficient or 
accelerated progress in writing. This is an improvement from the middle of the year when only the Year 3 
cohort was sitting above 80%. The Year 2 cohort have made the biggest gain from only 73% making sufficient 
or accelerated progress at mid year to 81% at the end of the year. 
 
Whole school results: 
78% of students across the school are making sufficient or accelerated progress in writing. This compares to 
83% at the end of 2018 and 79% at the end of 2017. 
 
86% of girls across the school are making sufficient or accelerated progress in writing. 
 
72% of boys across the school are making sufficient or accelerated progress in writing. This compares to 75% 
at the end of 2018 and 68% at the end of 2017.  
 
82% of Māori students are making sufficient or accelerated progress in writing. 
 
The data includes ORS funded students and students who are eligible for ICS funding to support learning. 
These children are working well below expected levels for their age and school year groups and will require 
1-1 support to make progress in writing. 
 
Areas of concern: 
Cohorts of concern are Year 1 73%, Year 4 75% and Year 5 73% of students making sufficient or accelerated 
progress.  
 
Junior teachers are reporting that many students are transitioning to school with poor oral language skills 
these skills are closely related to literacy learning and makes learning to write more challenging for many 
children. They are also noticing many children transitioning to school who have not spent time holding pens 
and pencils and this makes the physical task of writing challenging. 
 
We have an increased number of students who have transferred to our school from other schools in NZ who 
need support with literacy learning.  We have an increased number of ELL (English Language Learner) 
students enrolled at our school.  Many of these students are identified as not making sufficient progress in 
writing and need extra support with literacy learning in a new language. Cohorts with high numbers of ELL 
learners have more students who are not working at year level expectations for writing. 
 
Work done since the mid year reporting and assessment cycle have meant an improvement in achievement 
levels for end of year data. The work focused around PLD for teachers in running quality writing sessions, 
understanding levels and expectations across curriculum levels using PACT Tool, writing progress indicators, 
literacy learning progressions and the NZC. 
 
All students completed a writing assessment task based on an image of children fishing and a whole school 
moderation process was undertaken using this task. 



Next Steps 
The provision of quality writing programmes will continue to be a focus for syndicate team meetings and whole 
school professional learning over 2020  Key elements are: 

● Daily writing instruction at all levels of the school 
● Focus on next learning steps evident for all students through 

○ Writing progress indicators in books 
○ Evidence of teacher feedback in writing books with a focus on next learning steps 

● Evidence of student proofreading and editing their work based on teacher feedback 
 
Expertise within our staff will be used to model best practice in writing and to support other teachers. 
 
Target students in writing will be a focus for syndicate team meetings once a fortnight. 
 
Cross school moderation of writing will take place at the end of each term to ensure consistency of 
assessment and achievement levels for students. 
 
All ELL students will be included in English Language learning programmes that will support literacy learning. 
 
Increased Teacher aide time has been included in middle school classes to ensure children are supported at 
writing time and to develop phonics, phonological awareness and high frequency word skills to support their 
writing in transitioning into Year 2. 
 
Children in Years 3-6 who are working below in writing have also been referred to the RTLit (Resource teacher 
of literacy) who will support teachers and teacher’s aides to provide programmes to meet the needs of children 
and improve their literacy skills. 
 
Achievement target in writing for 2020 will target the a group of students in the 2020 Year 6 cohort who have 
not made sufficient progress. 
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